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N.J. Security Officer 

Security Officer Registration Act or SORA 
24 hours initial/basic class  $300 tuition 
This is a licensing course for persons desiring to become a security officer in N.J.  Both the armed and unarmed 
(basic) courses begin with an initial 24-hour training period.  The course of instruction will include the 
following general subject areas: 1. Homeland security and counter-terrorism; 2. Communications/emergency 
response; 3. Theft prevention; 4. Limits on the use of force; 5. Detention of suspects; 6. Ethics and professional 
conduct; 7. First aid/CPR/AED; and 8. Any other subject areas the Superintendent of State Police determines are 
necessary in the interest of public safety.  Applicants will have to pass a 50-question written test based upon the 
required subject matter.  Upon successful completion of the State Police application process and fingerprint 
background check, combined with this initial course completion, students will be licensed by the State Police to 
work in New Jersey as a Security Officer.  The armed security officer initial class does NOT authorize or 
license or qualify anyone to carry a handgun – a Permit to Carry Handguns is still needed!  

Security Officer Registration Act or SORA 
8-hour refresher/renewal class  $100 tuition 
This is a re-licensing course for persons desiring to continue being a security officer in New Jersey.  Both the 
armed and unarmed (basic) courses require 8 hours of refresher training.  Armed officers renew annually, 
unarmed (basic) officers renew bi-annually.  The course of instruction will include the following general subject 
areas: 1. Homeland security and counter-terrorism; 2. Communications/emergency response; 3. Theft 
prevention; 4. Limits on the use of force; 5. Detention of suspects; 6. Ethics and professional conduct; 7. First 
aid/CPR/AED; and 8. Any other subject areas the Superintendent of State Police determines are necessary in the 
interest of public safety.  Upon successful completion of the State Police renewal application process and 
background check, combined with the renewal course completion, students will be re-licensed by the State 
Police to continue work in New Jersey as a Security Officer.  The armed security officer renewal class does 
NOT authorize or license or qualify anyone to carry a handgun – a Permit to Carry Handguns is still needed! 

Important Relevant Information: Security Officers Carrying Handguns 
FYI:  A Security Officer must have a Permit to Carry Handguns or RPO carry permit AND a SORA 
armed officer license to carry openly while in uniform unless falling under one of these statutory 
exemptions: §2C:39-6 – Exemptions: a. Provided a person complies with the requirements of subsection j. of this section, 
N.J.S.2C:39-5 does not apply to: (c) An airport security officer or a … (10) A designated employee or designated licensed 
agent for a nuclear power plant under license of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, … c. (5) A guard employed by any 
railway express company, banking or building and loan or savings and loan institution of this State, while in the actual 
performance of the guard's official duties; (15) A person or employee of any person who, pursuant to and as required by a 
contract with a governmental entity, supervises or transports persons charged with or convicted of an offense; … 

 
Visit www.N3S.info for more details and registration information. 


